1. You are probably 
wondering what is a 
Montana Van? Well 
Pontiac started to 
change the name of 
its minivan that was 
named the “Trans Sport”. In 
1998 model year, Pontiac called it the “Trans Sport Montana.” 
GM had several western style commercials to ease us into the name. Now 
in the 1999 model year the “Trans Sport” name was dropped. 
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2. This minivan is 
one of the first to 
have side impact 
airbags. These 
airbags are 
mounted in the 
outboard section 
of the front 
seats. 
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3. This van is 
equipped with a 
transponder system 
called “PASSKEY 3”. 
The keys are stamped 
with a ‘PK3’ on one 
side of the blank. 


Opening 


4. Opening this van can be a little difficult, and a quality 
opening set would be a great help. 


5. The tool we 
used was a 
Tech-Train 
#1021. 
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6. Use a couple of good wedges and a light to slide the 
tool down in between the upper and lower horizontal 
linkage rods. Twist the tool forward to unlock the door. 
This specially designed tool is needed for this heavily 
shielded set of linkage rods. 


7. The Montana is sporting the new modular 
outside handle design. The lock cylinder is 
part of the handle assembly. 


8. Because of this van’s design, the door lock cylinder 
is a bit difficult to get at, and of course the inside door 
panel must be removed. 


Door Lock 


9. Remove the panel bolt under the armrest. 


10. Use gentle 
force to unsnap 
the trim insert 
and remove it. 
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11. There is an electric door 
control module that has the door 
lock button and the window 
control button on it. Gently 
wedge it up from the rear. 


12. Disconnect the wiring loom that is attached to it. 
Do not force off the connectors. 


13. Inside the cavity of the door control 
module is a panel bolt, remove the bolt. 


14. The door panel can now be 
unsnapped. The panel uses the standard 
plastic push-in style clips. Start at the 
bottom of the panel and work your way 
up on both sides to unsnap all the clips. 
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15. Once the door panel is 
removed you will see the plastic 
film weather barrier. Gently 
unseal it around the area you 
will be working in. The weather 
barrier is important because it 
keeps moisture and air flow 
from getting into the passenger 
compartment. 


16. Another look 
at the shielded 
linkage rods. The 
door glass, 
window tracks and 
linkage rods are 
all part of a new 
modular 1-piece 
unit being used on 
some GM’s. 


17. There is red reflector sticker 
covering an access hole on the 
upper right edge of the door. 


18. Gently 
peel back 
the sticker 
as you will 
have to 
reuse it. 
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19. A look into the door shows the rear side window 
track is blocking clear access to the rear section of the 
outside handle and lock cylinder. 


20. Insert a Torx driver to remove the rear bolt on the 
outside handle. Be careful not to drop or you will have 
to go fishing. 


21. The bottom of the window glass and 
its track blocks the forward bolt on the 
handle. Use a 10mm wrench to loosen the 
bolt several turns without removing it. 
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22. The handle assembly now has just enough room to 
be slightly ajar from the door skin. Use a small flat 
bladed screwdriver to wedge out the retaining clip and 
remove the cylinder from the handle. Keep in mind 
that this is not a job you want to hurry. The handle 
parts are plastic and do not bend like rubber bands. 


23. Pull the lock cylinder out of the door cavity. 


24. Mark the tailpiece and remove it. 


25. Make a mental note of how the electric switch on 
the back of the lock is positioned to the lock cylinder. 
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28. The door lock cylinder has 5 
tumbler in positions 6 through 10. 


29. The ignition lock is the 
CSS column type found on 
all GM trucks, vans and 
some cars. This ignition 
has the “PASSKEY 3” 
transponder system. 


Ignition 


26. The lock cylinder removed from the van. 


27. The face cap comes off rather easy and the lock 
uses the one-piece modular shutter assembly. 
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30. There are 2 Torx 
bolts to remove on 
the bottom of the 
column. 


31. The tilt 
lever for the 
adjustable 
column can be 
removed by 
simply pulling 
outward on it. 


32. The bottom section of the shroud can now be 
unsnapped from the upper shroud and removed. 


33. The “PASSKEY 3” 
transponder module can be 
seen and is clearly marked. 
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34. Remove the 
external Torx 
bolt on the left 
side of the 
column. The 
Torx bolt is 
attached to a 
spacer rod. 
When you re- 
attach the Torx 
bolt you must 
hold the spacer 
rod while 
tightening the 
Torx bolt. If you 
do not hold the 
spacer rod it 
will over- 
tighten and 
crack the upper 
shroud. 


35. The other Torx bolt to 
remove is on the right hand 
side of the column. 


36. There is a large enough 
opening in the upper 
shroud to allow it to be 
removed off the column. 
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37. Before removing the cylinder plug you 
must put the van in DRIVE , for automatic 
transmissions, so the starter will not 
engage or for standard transmissions do 
not press in on the clutch. If you hear the 
starter engage you must stop and see 
what you are doing wrong. 
Insert the working key and turn it to the 
START position and depress the active 
retainer to release the cylinder plug. 


38. A look at the 
cylinder plug 
removed and the 
PASSKEY 3 
transponder module 
with the built-in 
induction coil 
(antenna ring). 


39. The ignition cylinder plug 
removed. There is no secondary lock 
housing like on most other ignitions. 


40. The ignition cylinder plug has a similar 
retainer cap and similar wafers. The plug has 
tumblers in positions 1 through 9. On most 
factory plugs there is a code stamped on it. The 
code is stamped in way that can make it very 
hard to read since it is in a dot format like those 
old dot-matrix printers. 


42. If you do not 
have a working 
key: 
a. Remove lower 
and upper 
shrouds. 
b. The 
rubber/plastic ears 
on the cylinder can 
easily be removed 
with a screwdriver 
or pliers. 
c. Insert a sidebar 
depressor like 
found in the A-1 
Security #PS2 kit. 
d. Rake the 
tumblers with a 
pick or use the 
rocker picks from 
the A-1 Security 
#PS2 kit. 
e. Once you have picked the cylinder turn it just slightly and 
insert a GM 10-cut keyblank cut all the way down to number 4 
depths (otherwise you may break the plastic brittle key buzzer), 
remove the wire sidebar depressor and rotate the cylinder to the 
ON position. 
f. The cylinder must be removed in the START position, but 
before you do that remember to put the van in DRIVE , for 
automatic transmissions, so the starter will not engage or for 
standard transmissions do not press in on the clutch. If you hear 
the starter engage you must stop and see what you are doing 
wrong. 
g. Decode the plug or look for the code stamped on the plug. 
h. You should be able to re-attach the ears to the plug. 
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41. The ignition 
tumblers are in 
depths 1 through 4 
and are sidebar 
wafers. 


43. The rear hatch 
lock is located 
directly above the 
license plate. 


Hatch 
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44. To remove 
the lock 
cylinder you will 
have to remove 
the entire inside 
plastic trim 
panel. 


45. Remove the 
two screws on the 
hatch pull handle. 


46. Use caution 
and gentle pulling 
when you unsnap 
the thinnest 
section of the 
panel. 


47. A view of the hatch 
with panel removed. The 
lock cylinder is held in 
place by two 10mm nuts. 
Remove the nuts and 
disconnect the linkage 
rod. 
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48. Remove the 
electrical connector 
that connects to the 
lock cylinder. 


49. A view of 
the lock 
cylinder. 


50. Remove the electrical 
connector and tailpiece and 
make sure you mark it so you 
can put it back on the way 
you took it off. 


51. The lock uses a re- 
usable face cap. 
52. The cylinder is not warded 
and slides out easily. 
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53. The hatch cylinder plug contains 5 tumblers in 
positions 6 through 10. 


54. There is a glove box compartment with a lock in it 
on the right side of the dash. 


Glove Box Lock 


55. Remove the 2 screws that hold it in the 
compartment door. 


56. There is an odd looking tailpiece on 
this lock. The cylinder plug is warded 
and must be picked to a certain position 
in order for it to be removed. 


57. There is an access hole on the side of the lock. Use a 2- 
prong tension wrench to help hold the plug and provide 
tension. Pick the cylinder plug to the locked position. Once 
at the locked position insert a pick in 
the side access hole and depress the 
retainer tumbler while maintaining 
light turning pressure. Rake the 
tumblers and the plug should rotate 
even farther now. If you have never 
done this before it may take a couple 
tries to get it. 
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MAKING FIRST KEY: 
This van is equipped with a locksmith friendly 
transponder system. First make your mechanical cuts on 
the transponder key and then you will have to program 
the key to the van’s computer. 


Method 1: Try and get code from Pontiac Roadside or 
have the customer try and get it from roadside. 


Method 2: Remove the ignition lock cylinder plug and 
read code stamped on the lock. 


PROGRAMMING INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
TRANSPONDER KEY: 
(No other working key for the car is available. This 
method will erase all other programmed keys.) 


1. Put the newly cut Master key into the keyway and 
turn it to the “ON” (RUN) position. A “Security” indicator 
light on the dashboard will light or flash for 10 minutes. 
(Do not use a Valet key for procedure, it will not work). 


2. Within 1 minute after the indicator light goes out, turn 
the ignition to “OFF”, REMOVE THE KEY and then insert 
the key again and return it to the “ON” (RUN) position. 
The indicator light will light or flash for another 10 
minutes. 


3. Within 1 minute after the indicator light goes out, turn 
the ignition to “OFF”, REMOVE THE KEY and then insert 
the key again and return it to the “ON” (RUN) position. 
The indicator light will light or flash for another 10 
minutes. When the light stops flashing for the third time, 
the new key is programmed into the computer and will 
start the car. All previously stored codes will be erased. 


FOR CARS WHERE YOU WANT TO JUST CREATE A 
SPARE KEY: 


(A total of 10 keys are allowed) 


1. Place an already programmed Master key in the 
keyway. Cycle the ignition from the “OFF” position to the 
“ON” (RUN) and wait until the “Security” light is not lit, 
then turn the key to the “OFF” position and remove it. 


2. Within 10 seconds, insert the new properly cut 
Transponder key in the ignition. Turn the key to “ON” 
(RUN). The “Security” indicator light will go on and off. 
Turn the key “OFF”. The key will now start the car. 


3. Repeat the steps 1 & 2 for each new key to be 
programmed. 


58. Once the cylinder 
plug ward is lined up 
the plug will come 
right out. There are 
four depth tumblers 
and one retainer 
tumbler. The glove 
box lock has four 
tumblers in positions 
7 through 10. 


